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Fifth Step : Relation of the Samuel History to Old Testament History in General.* 

1. Consider, in general, the preparatory character of the entire Old Testament dis- 

pensation and that for which it was preparatory. 

2. Consider the chief elements included in this preparation, viz., 

(i) The training and development of the nation, Israel. 

(2) The growth and development of the Messianic idea. 

(3) " God's progressive revelation of himself." 

3. Consider the relations of the Books of Samuel to the first of these elements, the 

training of Israel. 

(i) The period of Israelitish history immediately preceding. 

(2) The period introduced at this time. 

(3) The period which follows the one here introduced. 

4. Consider, in a general way, the Messianic idea during this period. 

5. Consider the revelation made by God of himself during this period, as seen in 

(i) The building of the temple. 

(2) The institution of the prophetic order. 

(3) The advance in the closer relation of man to God, as illustrated espe- 

cially in David's Psalms. 



STUDY XXIIL— ISRAELITISH CIVILIZATION BEFORE THE DIVISION 
OF THE KINGDOM. 

I^emarks : i. Israel first became a nation under David ; until that time there was 
little or no opportunity for the development of national feeling, or civiliza- 
tion. The question arises, What was the condition of things at the time of 
Solomon's death ? 

2. The subject was in part covered by Study XX., which had to do with Solomon's 

reign. Only a small portion of this, however, need be repeated. 

3. This "study" is in substance the same as that prepared by Professor Willis J. 

Beecher, D.D., Auburn, N. Y., and published as one of a preceding series. 

First Step : Political Organization. 

1. Elders : (i) From i Sam. 4:3; 30: 26 ; 11:3; 16 : 4 and other texts we learn 

that in Israel the eiders were a class invested with great power, and that 
there were elders for a particular city, for a tribe, and for the nation as a 
whole ; (2) no information exists as to how a man became elder, whether 
(a) by age, (b) by inherited nobility, (c) by some kind of election, or (d) by 
the fact of being a prominent citizen ; (3) from i Sam. 11:3; 16 : 4 ; 4: 3 ; 
15 : 30 ; 2 Sam. 17:4, 15, etc., we learn that the elders had to do not only 
with affairs of local government, but, as well, of matters of national impor- 
tance ; (4) from i Sam. 8:4; 10 : 17 ; 2 Sam. 2:4; 3 : 17 ; 5:3; 19 : 9-11, 
etc., we learn that the people and the elders appointed and deposed kings, 
subject to divine interference. 

2. Civil Divisions : There were two : (i) that into tribes and families, cf. i Sam. 

10 : 20, 21 ; (2) that into thousands, hundreds, fifties, which, though most 
frequently mentioned in connection with the army, was nevertheless also 
a civil division, cf. I Sam. 17 : 18 ; 2 Sam. 18 : 1, 4 with I Sam. 10: 19-21 ; 
23 : 23. 

* See, especially, Kirkpatrick, 2 Samuel, Introduction chap. 5, of which the treatment here sug- 
gested is an analysis. 
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3. Captains : (i) In most cases, i Sam. 12 : 9 ; 14 : 50 ; 17 : 18, 55 ; 2 Sam. 2 : 8, etc., 

the " captain " (Hebrew sar) is a military officer ; (2) in other cases, however, 

1 Chron. 15 : 5, 6, 22 ; 24 : 5, 6, etc., where the word is translated " chief," 
"master," "governor," "prince," "ruler," it is applied to men who had 
charge of the music, of business aifairs and of civil affairs ; (3) from 2 Sam. 
4 : 2 (cf. I Sam. 22 : 2) ; i Chron. I2 : 21, 28, 34 ; n : 6, 21 ; 2 Sam. 23 : 19, etc., 
we learn that the x:aptains differed from the elders in being either chiefs o'^ 
free companies, who had been accepted by the king, or in being under 
appointment from the king. 

4. The National Assembly : (i) From Num. 20 : 10 ; Josh. 8 : 35 ; Judg. 20 : i, 2 ; 

21 : 5, 8 ; I Kgs. 8 : 14, 22, etc., we learn of a national assembly (qahal) in 
which the people, or more especially the elders and princes (nesiitn) assem- 
bled for the transaction of national business ; (2) the gatherings in I Sam. 
17 : 47 ; 2 Sam. 20 : 14 were not strictly " national assemblies "; (3) it is to be 
noted that in these assemblies the captains were prominent, the government, 
probablj', being thus represented. 

Second Step : Military Affairs. 

The information is somewhat scattered and indefinite : 

1. Equipment of a Warrior: (i) Read the story of David and Goliath (i Sam. 17) 

and indicate, as best you can, the dress of a warrior ; (2) supplement this 
by reading, by aid of a concordance, various texts on the words "shield," 
"helmet," " coat of mail," "sword," "spear," "bow," "arrow," "sling." 

2. Cavalry and Chariots : (i) Read the law on the subject, Deut. 17 : i6 ; (2) Is 

there any record of the employment of cavalry and chariots in David's times ? 
(3) Read i Kgs. 10 : 26 ; 2 Chron. I : 14, and note the changes which are in 
Solomon's times introduced. 

3. Other Details : (i) Read i Sam. 11 : 7, 8 in reference to the raising of large 

armies ; (2) l Chron. 27 : 1-15 in reference to David's national guard ; (3) 

2 Sam. 23 : 8-39 ; i Chron. n : 10-47, roll of David's heroes ; (4) 2 Sam. 8 : 
18 ; 15 : 18 ; 20 : 7, 23 ; I Kgs. i : 38, 44, etc., David's " Cherethites and 
Pelethites." 

Third Step : Architecture and Commerce, 

1. Read (1) i Sam. 22 : 6 and note the primitive character of the scene ; (2) 2 Sam. 

5 : 9-12 ; 7 : I, 2 ; 11:2, and note the facts relating to the royal residence. 

2. Review the leading features of Solomon's temple, the king's house, the house 

of the forest of Lebanon, the house of Pharaoh's daughter, Tadmor, the 
store-cities, and draw an inference as to the condition of architecture and 
in Solomon's times. 

3. Read the accounts given in I Kgs. 10:12-21; 2 Chron. 9:11-20 of the fine 

wood-work, the targets and shields, the ivory throne, the gold vessels, etc., 
and draw an inference as to the stage of advancement of the decorative art. 

4. Study (i) I Kgs. 10 : 15 ; 2 Chron. 9 : 14 in reference to " traders " in general ; 

(2) I Kgs. 10 : 28, 29 ; 2 Chron. 1 : 16, 17 ; 9 : 28, in reference to Solomon's 
horse and chariot trade ; (3) i Kgs. 5 : 6, 8-12 ; 9 : 11-14 ; 2 Chron. 2 : 8-l6 ; 
8 : 2, in reference to trade with Phoenicia for building materials and skilled 
labor; (4) I Kgs. 9:26-28; 10 : 11, I2, 22, in reference to voyages, Tar- 
shish-ships ; (5) r Kgs. 9:18; 2 Chron. 8:4, in reference to an overland 
trade. 
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Fourth Step : Population ; Common Life. 

1. In reference to the density of population consider (i) the 300,000 and the 30,000 

of 1 Sam. 11 : 8 ; (2) the 30,000 of 13 : 5 ; (3) the 210,000 of 15:4; (4) the 
800,000 and 500,000, with the 1,100,000 and 470,000 of 2 Sam. 24 : 9 ; I Chron. 
21:5. 

2. In reference to the credibility of these numbers, consider (i) that these regions 

then had a larger area of good soil, and less of barren rock, than now ; (2) 
that the Philistine force mentioned in (2) above may have been partly allies 
from great distances; (3) that the "thousands" may sometimes have been 
"thousands" of organization instead of being strictly numerical, and that 
a large proportion of the thousands may not have been full ; (4) that dis- 
crepancies may perhaps be accounted for by varying modes of enumeration, 
rather than by supposing false numbers ; (5) that there are probably some 
cases of error in the transmission of numbers. 

3. In reference to common life, consider (i) 1 Sam. 16 : 20 ; 17 : 17, 18 ; 25 : 11, 18 ; 3 

Sam. 16 : 1, 2 ; 17 : 27-29 as to what constituted good living ; (2) i Sam. 25 : 
11-36; 2 Sam. 13:23, 28, as to what were apparently secular feasts ; (3) i 
Sam. 9 : 12, 13, 22-24 ; 16:2, 3 ; 20 : 6, on the local sacrificial feasts ; (4) 
I Sam. 1 : 9, etc. ; 2 Sam. 6 : 17-19 ; i Chron. 16 : 1-3 ; 29 : 21, 22a, on the 
peace-offering to Jehovah ; (5) the texts, taken from a concordance, which 
contain the words " wine," " strong drink," for the use of wine and strong 
drink in this period ; (6) 1 Chron. 29 : 3-9, etc., on the accumulation of 
wealth. 

Fifth Step : Administration of Government. 

1. Under executive management, consider (1) 2 Sam. 8 : 15-18 (cf. 20 : 23-26 ; also 

I Kgs. 4: 1-6) in its bearing upon the administration of the Kingdom of 
Israel under David ; (2) the terms : (a) recorder (2 Kgs. 18 : i8, 37 ; 2 Chron. 
34 : 8) ; (b) scribe (cf. 2 Kgs. 12 : 10 ; 18 : 18) ; (c) tribute or levy (20 : 24) ; (3) 
additional information to be obtained from i Chron. 27 : 25-34. 

2. Under the administration of justice, consider (1) Ruth 4 : 12, on the formality of 

procedure in civil cases ; (2) 1 Kgs. 2 : 25, 34, 46 on the summary treatment 
of offenders ; (3) 2 Sam. 3 : 27 ; 14 : 6, 7, 11 on the existence of the law of 
blood-revenge ; (4) 2 Sam. 15 : 2-4, on the right of appeal to the king ; (5) 
whether these cases and others which may be cited are in agreement or dis- 
agreement with the Pentateuchal laws. 

Sixth Step : Customs and Manners ; Music ; Poetry ; Writing. 

1. Customs and Manners : Consider (1) 2 Sam. 13 : 1-22, on the arrangements of 

the royal household, employments of those belonging to the royal family, 
simplicity of the royal establishment ; (2) 2 Sam. 13 : 23-29, on the character 
of the festivities of the princes ; (3) 2 Sam. 14 : 1-24, on the possibility and 
manner of approach to the king ; (4) 2 Sam. 15 : 1-6, on the simplicity and 
details of the royal functions ; (5) the contrast with this of Solomon's sur- 
roundings (see Study XX.). 

2. Music : Consider i Sam. 10 : 5 ; 18 : 6-8 ; 2 Sam. 23 : 1 ; 6 : 5 ; Amos 6 : 5 ; 1 

Chron. 13 : 8 ; 15 : 16, 19, 22, 24 ; 16 : 5, 6, 42 ; 23 : 5 ; 25 : 1-31 ; 2 Chron. 7 : 
6 ; 29 : 27, 30, in reference to the condition of the art of music. 

3. Poetry : Consider in reference to the existence and character of the art of 

poetry (i) 1 Sam. 2 : i-io, 27-36 ; 2 Sam. 1 : 17-27 ; 3 : 33, 34 ; 22 ; 23 : 1-7 ; 
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(2) the titles to the Psalms ; (3) the passages in reference to music (see 
above) ; (4) I Chron. 16 : 7-36 ; Luke 20 : 42-44 ; Acts i : 16, 20 : 2 : 25-31, 
34 ; 4 : 25, 26 ; Rom. 4 : 6-8 ; Heb. 4 : 7. 
4. Writing : Consider (i) the possibility of the poetic, musical, architectural, his- 
torical, priestly, and prophetic activity of these times existing without the 
art of writing ; (2) i Sam. 21 : 13 ; 2 Sam. 11 : 14, 15 ; 2 Chron. 2 : 11 ; i 
Chron. 27 : 24 ; 23 : 27 ; 24 : 6 ; 29 : 29 ; i Sam. 10 : 25, etc. 



STUDY XXIV.— THE PROPHETIC ELEMENT CONNECTED WITH 
SAMUEL, DAVID AND SOLOMON. 

Remarks : l. It is appropriate to close this series of " studies " with a brief 
r^sum^ of the material which it furnishes in the line of prophecy. 

2. The work attempted must, of necessity, be only a general classifying of the 

most important points, under a few heads. 

3. For a full discussion of the material, the reader is referred to Biiggs, Messianic 

Prophecy ; Orelli, Old Testament Prof hecy ; Elliott, Old Testament Prophecy. 

First Step : Texts upon Prophecy. 

1. Let us read those detached verses in the Books of Samuel, which have to do 
with the question of prophecy. These texts are i Sam. 2:27; 3 : 10 ; 9:9; 
10 : 5, 6-12 ; 14 : 42 ; 19 : 19, 20, 23 ; 28 : 6 ; 30 : 7. 

s. Examine them a second time, with a view to seeing what light they throw upon 
the following questions : 

(1) What different words are used to describe the prophet ? (Prophet, seer, man 

of God ?) 

(2) How did the prophet receive the divine revelation? (Dream, vision, word 

of mouth, enlightened spiritual discernment?) 

(3) What information is furnished about the order of the prophets, and prophetic 

schools? 

Second Step': Prophecies. 

1. Make a fresh study of Hannah's Hymn, I Sam. 2 : 1-IO, under the following 
heads : 
(i) Discover the particular circumstances under which the Hymn is said to have 
been delivered. 

(2) Study the thought of each verse, and then combine the verses into sections 

as follows : 

(a) vs. 1-3. The character of Jehovah, — holy, incomparable. 

(b) vs. 4-8. . The power of Jehovah in the world. 

(c) vs. 9, 10. His treatment of the wicked and the righteous. 

(3) Consider now whether the Hymn contains any reference to the supposed 

occasion of its writing, viz., Samuel. 

(4) Explain how, fifty years before the anointing of a king in Israel, there could 

be so definite a reference to a king as is contained in v. 10. 

(5) Consider whether this reference to a king may not be of a prophetic character, 

and the whole Hymn find its connection with Samuel in view of his work 
in founding the monarchy. 



